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o all, thoſe that 
roſeſſe the name and 


true Religion of IA Eu- 


HRISTY in — 


pec al iy to the Inhabit i t, ot Ter 


ar Lverpsel, of Newton Winwich,, 
Eccleſion nt Crofton. of Mach. 
Wooten, and the places thereaboots, 4 
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a Hat which the Apo- 
ſtle Pan! welch 
1 } of himſelf concern- 


ing the nation of 
the Jews, ut hu hearts defire Romo. 1 


aud praicr ante God = them 
v, that they might 
e A 


ſaved: 


5 F 3 the 
: OY 9 nd 
, * 5 . 720 % be 


pour ſalvation by word of 


(2)- 
the ſame may we profeſſe of 
our ſelves concerning you. And p 
beeauſe at thus many hundred 
and ſome thouſand miles di- 
ſtance, we cannot make known 
our true and great deſire after 


mouth, therefore we are wil- 
ling to teſtitie the ſame by a 

few lines in writing, hum 
deſiring that for that purpoſe | 
a word or two of Chriſtian ex- | 
hortation in this way of a Let- 
ter, = not 40 unwelcome to 
of you, but graciou | 
bleſſed by the God Th | 
unto you all, to thoſe good | 
ends which we intend therein. | 
Indeed we could have wiſh- 
ed (had it been the will of 
God) that as we were born a- | 
mongſt you,and for ſome years | 
have been Preachers of the e- 
verlaſting Goſpel enen , 

(though the weakeſt for ſuch a 
work, 
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nd 
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ork, andthe moſt unworthy of 
thouſands we do acknowledge) - 
ſo we might alſo have continu- 
ed to live and to die together. 
For your Chriſtian communion 


| us long at we could w_ 2 
ike 4 


ſame, whether in pub! 
ſemblies or private families wat 
very dear unto us: and to this 


| day in onr conferences one 


with the other, we do often re- 
vive the remembrance thereof 


' with much comfort of heart. 


And when the iniquiry of the 
times was grown to ſuch an 
height, that amongſt others, 


far more eminent lights, our 
| ſelves alſo muſt be put under a 


buſhell, and might not be per- 
mitted in any publike employ- 
ment, to ſeek the ſalvation of 
your ſouls; yet God knows, 


| and many. amongſt you, we 


doubt not, do remember how 
we could not leave your Con- 


Brega- 


r 


gtegations, nor depart out of 
your coaſts, wi much in- 
| 1 22 and 
many tears, ule you were 
Tear une 4 And whe that 

the A Att. 20. 
25 + eome into our mindes 
(u it came into our mindes 
very often) you will ſcarcely, 
helceve how our bearts were | 
affected at the remembrance 


thereof zC | ing with how 
lixtle variation — words of 
bis unto thoſe Ephe/iens might 


be applied to our condition 


and yoursat that time, when 
we did plainly perceive that 
moſt of you among /t whom We 


had gone preaching the K 12 | 


of Gad, in all likelihood 

fee aur faces no more : which 
was unto us no ſmall grief ; 
Neverthelefſe though we thus 


ak concecning our hearty af+ 
— towards you ( which | 
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wes and is as much we pre- 


tend, and very cordial in Chriſt J 


Jeſus ) yet we would not be ſd 
underſtood;as if we were wea- 
ry of ous preſent place and 
portion ; For we do not re- 
member that ſince our coming 


into this countrey ( and the - 


one of us hath been here above 
the ſpace of ten year, and the 
other not much leſs then nine) 
that of all this time we have 
bad one repenting thought of 


this tranſmigrarion of ours. . 


n True it is, we were moſt un 


F our. 


| wylling you may be fure w 


turn our backs upon out dear 
native countrey, - 2nd upon 


our ſelves in 


t thoſe chi 


determined before, coe m 


Weſtern pares 
hathchus 


and bleb 


* , <P AS ſd . 


mag che 


{| widome and will of God bad 


into 
of the world, he - 


"ys vo 


*s 
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ſed be his Name forthe ſame; 
For whatever others ſay or 
think of New-Eng/and, we for 
dur parts muſt both think and 
ſay as long as we have a day to 
| live, that great was the good- 
neſſe of our God, that ever he 
was pleaſed to bring us hither. 
For conlidering what light of 
truth doth here plenteouſly 
and clearly ſhine forth, what 
Churches are here gathered 
and planted, with what. liber- 
ty. and purity the Ordinar- 
ces of Chriſt Jeſus are here ad- 
miniſtred, by what Magyſtrates 
civill juſtice-is here diſpenſed, 
and the Common-wealth go- 
verned, how holineſſe and righ- 
teouſneſſe is countenanced and 
encouraged, and all — im- 
piety iniquity proſecuted 
condign puniſhment, both in 
urch and Common-wealth, 
in a ward, conſidering what 
means 
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therefore needs fay, that if it 
be not ogr own fault. howes 
ver it go with others, and how · 
ever it hath been with us in 
= paſt, we may — — 
py and bleſſed in Chri 

oP — ork Ns 
world. 


And indeed we cannot but 
ſand amazed at the free grace 


| admiration at that wiſe, and 


Laney and _ diſpenſati- 


| onof divine 


unworthy ones as we be, muſt 
| ö 


joy the many good ble 


| þ God, both for earth — — 


yen in quiet babitatiom, when 


of Cod, and wonder with great 


| ence, where- 
by it comes to paſſe that ſuch 


| in the mean time it fares full 
oy CO 4 


= of .-1 


Nativi and die 


thouſands t far bettet 
then our ſelves, whom the Lord 
hath left after all their other 
ures, under which they 
ve formerly 
it laſt, to ſeethe moſt dolefull 
daies that they have ever ſeen 
in England, becauſe that for- 
merly-flouriſhing Kingdom is 
now wofully at warre within 
it ſelf, and that ſore plague of 
the devouring ſword (as fore 
an one as any of the four, 


holy Ghoſt, Ezk. 14 21. 2 
dach already devoured muc 
Engliſh fleſh, and drunk much 
= bloud; - many hundreds 
chouſands of all —— and 
degrees, both great and ſmall, | 
_ theſe — begun, has 
already loſt theis lives, 
ended their daiet in theſe 


grievous National — 


now! 


— 4 © & - 
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| ” (9) 3 
and (God knows) how 


more maydhortly do the like, 
becauſe for ought we can heat 
the wrath of the Lord is not 
yet turned away, but his hand 
uc ſtretched out itill. In regard 
whereof we may take up the 
complaint of the Prophet, and 


water, and our eves Were fonn- 
' tains of tear', that we might 
* weep 40 and might for the 
©* ſlain of the daughter of our 
* people. For indeed we deſire 
to bewail the ſorrows, diſtracti- 
ons and diſtreſſes of that dear 
countrey where we were born, 
and wiſh we had hearts to do 
it more compaſſionitely and 
effeQually then theie dulland 
dry ſpirits of ours can yer at- 
tain unto; though we hope it 
is not our diſtance for the ſpace 
of three thouſand miles from 
chat land, not our abſence from 
a thence 


fay, ** 0h that our heads Were ler 9.1. 


. — — — 
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(10) 
thence for the ſpace of nine 


ten years, nor all-the water 
that in all this time hath flown 
in this great Atlantick Ocean 
between England and us, that 
hath .orever ſhall waſh away 
the thought and remembrance 
of England, and of Gods peo- 

le therein out of our hearts; 

ut that we ſhall preferre the 
comfort, peace, and proſperity 
of itand them, betore our chief 


$. 
"Rad being thus minded, we 
hope you will give us leave out 
of that hearty affection and 
good will which we bear unto 
our Nation, and more abun- 
dantly to you-ward, to com- 
mend unto — our dear coun- 
trey men a few words of Chri- 
ſtian counſell and advice, con- 
cerning ſome things which we 
deem conducible to your eter. 
nall comfort and ſalvation, 
which 


* 


ater iter: and which advice is none 


other-but the very ſame which 


ean ſwe would wiſh to be given to 
hat | ourſelves, if out foul were in 
Fay [your ſouk ſtead. 


nce | You have ſeen (right dear- 


ly beloved ) how the great 
Judge of the world, — 
of the Nations, by a fore 2 

| continuing warrre, for 
the ſpace of ſeven or eight and 
twenty years together, or 
thereabonts, hath been afflict- 
ing the Germane Nation for 
their fianes: and how of late 
rime he hath brought the like 
judgement even to your doors, 
in that diſtreſſed if got de- 
ſtroied Kingdome of Ireland: 
and now you plainly fee alſo 
that he will bear with Eng- 


| f land no longer, but they alſo- 
t 


muſt drink e ſame cup of 
bloud, whereof others have ſo: 
deeply 


ich we ſo heareily long af 


Iſa, 66. 16. 


IC. 26.9. 


(12) 
deeply drunk before. In 
and other Kingdomes 
countries that might be na- 
med, the diſpenſation of 
Almighty is and Hath been 
ſuch, as if he were reſolved 6yf*. 
fire and by ſword toplead with 
©* all fleſh, and that the ſlain of © 
the Lord ſhall be many. And | B 


we doubt not but many of ar 


you do well know the ſaying jc: 
that is written, Thar when {te 
* the judgements of Cod are 
in the earth, the inhabitants | 1 
©« of the World ſpall learn rig Iv 
© reonſucſſe. Yea truly, though f ii 
his judgements were not upon] 
our ſelves, but only upon o- 
thers, yet he would have us“ 
learn righteouſneſſe thereby, 
or otherwiſe it will be an ag- }* 
gravation of our iniquity and 
unpenitency, and a provocati- q ' 
on of the Lords greater diſ- 
pleaſure ; As it was rr ; 


„ben the Lord [nr that 
* for all the canſesr whereby backs 
' ſliding Iſracl committed adul- 
© ter), and he bad put her away, 
a iven her 4 La of divorce, 


Jet her treacherons ſiſter pu- 


h dah frared not, but went and. 


nd | Belſhazzar is ſharply reproved 
of jand plagued by — Lord, be- 
1g jcauſe he had not learned righ- 

teouſneſſe by all the _— 
ments Which had defaiien 
ts | Nebuchadnezzar his father, 
>. {whereof he his ſonne was not 
h ignorant. Thy father Nebu- 
n“ chadnezz.ar ( faith the Pro- 
= |** phet ) When hu beart ww 
s | lifted , and hu minde 
» | © hardned in pride, Was depe- 
%u from bu Kingly Throne, 
L {and they took hy glory from 
-4** bim, and be Was driven 
ges the ſounes of men, and 
«| rarned wht ainorg wet 

8 5 beaftr, 


* plaicd the harlot alſo. And 


Dan. . 
20,210,22. 


(14) 
"© beaſts, and thou hu ſonne (O 
. *© Belſhaz2ar ) haſt mot kumbled 
*© thine heart, thong h thow knew- 
** eſt all this, Whereby we ſee 
it is very much diſpleaſing to 
the Lord, and dangefous unto 
our ſelves, if we ſee and know 
the Judgements of God npon 
others becauſe of their ſinnes, 
and do not humble our ſelves, 
and turn from our iniquities, 
and fear before him that is ſo 
dreadfull and holy a God, and 
terrible, though righteous in 
his doings unto the ſinfull ſons 
of men. But if the calamiries 
upon others ſhould thus ſtrike 
all our hearts with a holy fear 
in regard of our ſelves, how 
much more ought this fruit 
to be found in us, when the 
Judgements of God do fall 


upon our own backs? Surely ' 


at ſuch a time the Lord conſi- 
dereth what courſes be hath 
8 taken 


. 


[ 


4 


1 


(15) 


taken with a people for their 
amendment, and is not a lictle 
diſpleaſed if his corrections up- 
on them be in vain: as you 
may reade at large, I.G. c. 
« [ have ſent famine amongſt 
* you (faith the Lord) and 
* yer ges have not turned unte 
me: [ have ſent drought a- 
'* mong/t you, and yet you have 
not turned unte me. I have 
* [ent blaſting and mildew, J 


| © have ſent peſtilence among It 


go, after the manner of /£- 
Opt, and other judgements 
more there mentioned, and yet 
** ye hate mot twrned unte me. 
So that the Lord takes an ac- 
count what corrections he 
bath corrected men withall, 
and what amendment hath 
been wrought thereby, and if 
it be otherwiſe he is very much 
diſpleaſed that men ſhould be 
lo. incorrigible, yea, in ſuch 

caſe 


Ley. 16 
11. 6. 


(16) 


eaſe the Lord will either pur- 
ſue ſuch perſons and pevple 
with more and ſoret judge- 
ments, yea, /even times and 
'* {even times more judgements, 
* and one [even after another, 


til their uncircumciſed cart 


* be humbled; or elſe he will | 


utterly leave them, and give 
them up, as thoſe whoſe caſe 
is incurable, and their condi- 
tion deſperate. Fot ſo we reade, 
Iſa.1.5. ** Wherefore Pould you 
** be ſmitten any more 7 for ge 
= = away more and more : 
which condition is exceeding 
fearfull and lamentable : But 
by all this you may ſee that 
when the judgements of the 
Lord are in the Earth, whe- 
ther upon our ſelbes or others, 
they that fee them, or feel 
them, or hear tell of them, 
ought to learn nghteouſneſſe 
thereby, or otherwile it is like 


(0 |. 


— 
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(17) 
- | to be worſe for them. Sith 
therefore you have known 
the judgements of God which 
he hath brought upon Germa- 
»y for many years together 
. | and upon [re/andand Engla 
of late times: God would be 
very angry if you ſhould re- 
» | main impenitent, unhumbled, 
aud unreformed, though you 
| have known all this. Where- 
fore (Dear friends) we beſeech 
you, Let our advice and coun- 
ſel be acceptable to you, which 
| — not our counſel but the 
rds, That every man wonld Can, 3.4 
** now ſcarch and try hu waies, 
| © and turn again to the Lord, 
Let every man now call him- 
ſelf unto a ſtrit examination, 
for all the courſe of his life, 
* and ſmite wpon hi thigh, and Jer. 8.6, 
* (ay, What have I done; yea, & 1,10 
let every man now learn e Job.40.4 
' | © vile is hu en ches, to ab- 
/ * borrg 


; 


* 


1 himſelf, and ro vepentÞ« 


Ila, 37 9. 


(18) 


* in duſt and aſhes; judging 
himſelf before the Lord wit 
_ and 2 for all his 2 
ominations, ouring out 
from a broken —— 
heatr, free, full and plain con- 
feſſions of the ſame; yea, now 
let every man cry mightily 
unte God, for mercy — for- 
iveneſſe in the bloud of the 


edeemer Chriſt Jeſus, *©* and 


„ rxrn to the Lord from all the 
* evill that is in bis heart or 
** bands, that fo all the jud 
ments of God that are in the 
Earth, may not be in vain un- 
to you, and your ſinne and mi- 
ſery encreaſed thereby, but 
that by them your iniquity 
may be purged, and hu may 
* be the ſweet and _—= fruit 


* thereof, even the taking aw 


© of your ſin. 
t when the Jews were ex- 
horted 


rr rr huge aa 


—_ 


— 


= SS « St 6 _ = a 


— — 


ſhould 


1 


| 


by the Mala- 
to turn untò the Lord, 
a promiſe that he would 


then return unto t t 
made him chis — — N. 3. 


in fhonld:we return? plainly 
declaring thereby, that th 
knew but little 2 
in themſelves, whereof they 
repent,or wherein they 
had need to be reformed. And 
therefore leſt there ſhould be 


ny ſoul amongſt you, that 


ſhould entertain this exhor- : 
tation ef ours in the like man- 
ner, and be or pretend to be 
ignorant whereof they ſhould 


repent, give us leave ore 
2s the pr 


2 *« Sbew Ia. 58.1, 
22 their ty p 
and the houſe of r 


muſe of Jacob their © 
ines, and — Prophet 


is bidden to Came Jderaſa+ Exe. 16.1. 
— 


** lems to know. ber RN 
« 0x7. Give us leave (we be- 
8 ſeech 


(20) | 
feech you ) after their 
ple, to inſtance in ſome pri 
cipall ſinnes which were 
common in Lancaſhire whe 
we were there, and which wrt 
fear are much continued it 


that countrey unto this very 


day, and therefore had need}? 
to be repented of. 4" 
And firſt of all, we may 
mention that generall finne off f 
prophaneneſſe or Atheiſm, and 


. 
diſreſpect of all Rehgion, when. 
multicudes of men and wog 
men from one end of the coun ſ 
trey to another, have fo de, 
meaned themſelves, as if they} 
bad been born for no othetf! 
end but to ferve themſelves, ] 
and their own luſts. the luſt} ! 
* of the fleſh, the luſts of the 
„gc, and the pride of life, and 
t n ene 
for them to do, or totook af- 


| 


—_ 


* (21) 
er, but to eat and to drink 
it do flecp und to play. to build 
aud to plagt, to buy and to 
fell, to marry and to give in 
gmmatriage, and the like; but 
in wich as much irregiouſneſſe 
eryfund prophaneneſſe of heart in 
Hall rheſe things, and with as 
much neglect of the glory of 
God. and the ſalvation of their 
I ſbuls, and the means thereof, 
ade frhece had been no God to 
De ſerved or acknowledged, or 
0428-if theraſelves had had no 
ſouls to be ſaved. It is bur too 
e. apparent, (the Lord knows) 
now the plorious and holy 
er Name of God hath been impi- 
s | ouſly prophaned and blaſphe- 
med in that County by muki- 
bel tudes of vain and wicked 
di Oarhs, in the mouths of Gen- 
if emen and mean men too, yea, 
ih very children; how the 
LF holy Sabbaths of God on 
os B e 


4 
8] 


— — 


— = 


he hath commanded to be ſan- Cc 
ctiſed for ever, and fox that d 
end hath bid us remember ©* 
the ſame, have been greatly | *F 
prophaned and polluted, not c 
only by neglect of publick and — 
private worſhip, whereby the 
ſame ſhould have been ſancti- pl 
of 
C 


hed, but alſo by the congrary 
prophane and impious ptacti- 
ces in ſtead thereof, ſuch as are 7 
carding, dicing. drinking. bowl- | © 
ing, bear-baiting, ſhoot ing, pi- | ** 
ping, dancing at greens, — 'p 
may-poles, and ſuch like. A K 
when the licence for ſports and N 
recteations upon the Sabbath, 1 
came forth from Howghtom- 
Tower, (to the _ K 
and infamy of the place and R 
County where ſuch an _—_ 
birth was brought forth) oh | " 
how gladly was che fame en- p 
tertained and embraced by 
multitudes of people in that | © 
Countrey, | © 


— — 


(23) 
| Countrey ! and how proudly 


— did they hear up themſelves 


upon the — of the ſame, 
to the confronting and defi- 
4 ance of the faithfull Miniſters 
of God, that would not, nor 
could not conſent to ſuch pro- 
y phanations, but by authority 
of the 344 Commandement of 
God did bear witneſſe againſt 
the ſame. It is alſo a further 
reſtimony of this ſpirit of pro- 
© | phanene e that now we acc 
ſpeaking of, that duties of — 
ligion have been ſo exceedi 
y Jy oro in private fam. 
: ildren and ſervants be- 
0 —— at all inſtructed and 
; | catechized, yea, many families 
[ 
[ 


having nor a Bible in them, 
mornmyg and evening praier be- 
ing never uſed, nor any bleſ- 
| i OY the crearuresdeſired 
when men have gone 

unto their meals, all directly 
B 2 con- 


OTE. {ng 


c to the expreſſe w 

of God, Dent, 6.6,7, Eph, = 
| im-4.4,5« 3nd checommen-' 
Plal, 191. Ae of David. Ioſba- 
Joſh. 2 ab, Cornelins, Abraham, and 
** ſuch like ſervants of God. But 


Gen. 8 if the ſaying of N our San 
that art 


19. Yiour true, it e 
Job. 8. 35. be moſt true, tha 
the children of will de 
% the 25 — of Abraham, 1.45 
5 


ves (59% i ee 
4 ) doth 


whoſe children they theo 
Lab babs ch all mos a Lavin ſuch. 
the im 
ons, that ſuch as 654 ed 
c conſcience of Gods 
Rare, and ſervice, e 


| 
r 


= 


FN 


err 
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per © and" Ul decauſe be? 


- | . » 
E „ 1 ' 4 
s » 8 i NR; 
. + i + © * 
þ = — * Wi 
. wy —- 


thereof, and lee | 
4er dt Ces holy worſhip 


„ 


| B 3 in 


(26) 
in publike Aſſemblies, and in 
private families, yea, careleſſe of 
walking withGod in holines for 
his own particular, but walks 
in his own luſts of ſwearing, 


whoredome,drunkennes,or any | 


other. Let ſuch an one be exhor- 
red to repent ; yea, as he ten- 
dreth his own eternall comfort 
be earneſtly — wt to te- 
pent; yea, cha com- 
manded in —_ of God 
the father, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to repent of all this his 
wickedneſſe and turn unto the 
Lord. For the word is gone out 
of Gods mouth, and ſhall not be 


recalled, but muſt ſtand for e- 


ver: that without belines no man 


ſhall ſes the Lerd, except it beasa 


Judge againſt all ſuch ungodly 
ſinners, but never ſee God to his 
comfort in this or in another 
world. 0h conſider thu there- 
fre all ye that forget Cod, left 

cc ( 


| « 
þ 


—⅛¾ 


| (27) 


of | ter, ow in pieces, and there 
or © be no delgperer : yea, conſider 
it ſeriouſſy and beleeve it ofa 
8. truth, for. the Lord hath ſpoken 
it, that neither whoremen ers Gal. 4. 20, 
1 2 — — 11. * 
0er an) that walk is ſuch waies 1 Cor. 6, 
| and works of the. fleſs, ſhall 9+ 10. 
e. © have an) inheritance in the 
" | ** kingdome of Ged. Be aſſured 
q | Of it, for the day is comin 
when you will finde it m 
ig true, that where there is no 
« | holy knowledge of God in the 
* | minde, no change of the heart 
from irs former prophaneneſſe 
and uncleanneſſe, and no pu- 
| rity and ſanity of the affecti- 
ons and deſires, no reformation 
and ſanctfication of the life 
Y | and converſation,ſuch a man ſo 
continuing is moſt certainly a 
man of death, prepared againſt 
1 the day of ſlaughter, and ſhall 
„ | immediatly drop down with- 
B 4 out 


— 
— 
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Exe, 18, « grefſjons, and ſo iniquity ſhall 


out all hope of recovery into 
hell, as ſoon as death ſhall ſtrike | 
him to the ground. Oh then 
whoſoever you are that reade 
or — — words, humble 
our ſelves for all your ini- 
Jorla-1% duties, * and . — the 
1. Lord, with fuſting and Wee p- 
« ing and With monrnmng : Fer 

« be u gracions and merciful. 

& ſlow to anger, and of great 

oC Coodneſſe, and repenteth of the 


evil: caſt away all your tranſ= 


„ +5 + AA = mA es A we A; oÞ 


3% not be Jour rnine, for the Lord 
« bath ſaid and (worn, that a4 

« be liveth he taketh no plea- 

t ſure in the death of the \vice 
Ek. 33, « hed, but rather that be turn 
_ «from hu way and live; tern 
%, turn You, Wherefore Will 

© you dic ? The very Angels of 
heaven will be glad at the day 
of your converſion. But if you 
barden your hearts, and refuſe 

2 
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| is juſt, 


(29) 
to hearkento the gracious call 
of the , your damnation 
ur bloud will be up- 
on your own heads: yau have 


been warned and warned a- 


gain and again, by man — 
thy Mini and me 


of 7 God, that have — ed 
in your "Congregations ; and 
amongſt others — have been 
warned heretofore by us in 
preaching, and now by. us in 
writing. 

Bur beſides this ſinne of pro- 
phaneneſſe and open ungodli- 
neſſe, there is another evill no 
leſſe dangerous, which is of- 
ren found amongſt them thar 
profeſſe more purity and re- 
formation of life, and that is, 
when men bleſſe themſelves in 
their own righteouſneſſe, and 
think their tondition ſafe and 
good, meerly becauſe of ſome 
legal reformation, without 


B 5 any 


| 


5 


Lux. 18.5, and — one of them 
10,12: is brought in 


Rom. 0 the coup generally, that ** chey 


(30) 
feeling of their need of 
Chriſt any he gh prizipg o of him. 
anyearneſt longi im,any 


true relying or ceſting on him, 

That it is incident to profeſſors | 

to offend in this kinde, is plain, 

< that which is written of the | 
riſees, that they traſted in 

4 themſcl: ves, that they ware 

* rightromws, and defpiſed others, 


oaſting of him- 
ſelf before God, that he was 
not like other men, he was no 
extortioner, no adulterer, no 
unjuſt perſon, nor like that 
Publican, but he faſted twice 
a week; he gave tithes of all | 
that he poſſeſſed, and the like. 
And it is ſaid of the nation of 


” 


«þ being e of the rightc= 
7 — 75 God, and going - 
« bout to ef ablifh their on rig 

" $20m/r1e[[e did not jy — 


ſelver 
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(1 
* ſolver te the rightrouſmeſſe of 


m. «God. Which place doth alſo 


. 


a, | 


ſhew the — condition 
of all ſuch juſtit iaties in this 
teſpect, that being ſo full of 
their own tighteouſneſſe, they 


© | ſubmit not themſelves to the 


N 
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* 


righteouſneſſe of God, nor 
unto Chriſt Jeſus who the end 
of the Law, for righteom/nefſe to 
every one that believes. But of 
this you may be ſute, that 
whatever a mans righteouſneſs 
may be, unleſſe he were one 
that had never ſinned, he hath 

nothing in him chat is of an 
worth for the preſent "oftife " 
cation of his perſon, nor for 
the everlaſting ſalvation of his 
ſou]. For the text is plain, 
that ** i m_- ht there us no 
fb lrving that can be je- 
Ws Pſal. — — 
fore ſuch holy men as David, 
Daniel, Nebemlah, Paul, and 
others, 


(32) 

others, durſt not ſtand to be 
tried and juſtiſied that way 
( P/al.143. 2. Dun. 9. 18. Neb. 
13. 22. Phil. 3. 9.) but have 
been glad to ſſy for this mat- 
ter only to the free mercy and 
grace of God, and the righte- 
ouſneſſe of Chriſt [eius which 
is by faith, and you will finde 
that it will be beſt for you to 
do the like. 

It may be you will ſay, We 
have no need to be told of 
this, for we are not Papiſts to 
hold juſtification by works, 
but do belceve that juſtifica- 
tion is by faith only without 
the works of che Law. Never- 
theleſſe we cannot think it 
necdleſſe for men to be put in 
minde of this matter, I partly 
becauſe there are many ( the 
Lord knows ) 4n that dear 
countrey of ours, who diſco- 
ver themſelyes' to be deeply 

tainged 


e 
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(33) 
tainted' with this as well us 
other ponts of Popery ; and 
partly becauſe this Popery, 
this pride and felf-love is m- 
rurall to all the ſons of men, 
being a part of that original! 
ſinne which is common to all 
as well as to thoſe that make 
direct profelion: of popery ; 
and therefore your ſelves, un- 
lefle you were free from all 
originall corruption, te in 
danger of this relying upon 
ſelf-righteouſneſſe as well as 
Papiſts ; nay we fear (be it 
ſpoken _— offence — 
there are ſundry amongſt you 
that do fo hy indeed , and 
though they be nor outward- 
ty culpable in reſpet of po- 
pery and prophaneneſſe, but 
profeſſe 4 ſtricter and purer 
way, yet in very truth are in 
no better condition to God- 
ward then others ate, as be- 


ing 
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(34) 


ing utterly without and h 
m_ Chriſt 15 For | 
the manifeſting w 4 ve ſt 


ou will eaſily grant, |" 
that — LS * 
religion in him, but what 
might have been attained. if 
Chriſt had never been, ſuch 
an one, whatever relgion he 
may ſeem to have, is certain- 
ly without Chriſt, and in a 
fate of death unto this day. 
And m ſo it is with _ 
profeſſors Way appear 
this ; that be * 7 3 
ence for ſinne, and reforma- 
tion of life, after that ttou- 
bler is all the religion that is 
found in many profeſſors ; 
for let a man attain to theſe 
two, to be ſtung in cpnſci- 
ence for his ſinne, and after- 
wards to take up a ſtricter |" 
courſe of life in the practice 


of good duties, as prajer in 


his 


(35) 


nd his family, fr ing of Ser- 
or | Mons, converſing with Chri- 
re ſtians, and ſuch like ; and how 


re 
ac 
if 
h 


le 
* 
1 


33 
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it, many are there that hereup- 


on would account themſelves 
and be actounted by others 
to be right ſtians, and 
in a moſt bleſſed condition ? 
Whenas the truth is, all that is 
here mentionled,'s no more then 
might be wrought by the Law 
though Chriſt Jeſus had never 


come into the world For a ſeri- 


ous conſideration of the curſes 
of the Law being threatned 


might produce the one, and the 


tious conſideration of the du- 
ties of the Law being preſſed & 
urged might produce tbeother; 
bac Both the one and the other 
ithoutChriſt, and conſequent- 
y both the one and the other 
tithour ſalvation, ſmh there 
no ſalvation without Chriſt. 
Wherefore ( dear friends) 


(36) 

in the bowels of Jeſus Chrif 
we do befeech you, examine. 
your ſelves whether it bej;; 
rhus with you or with any 
of you; ask your ſelves this ſof 
Queſtion, whether any Evan-{h, 
gelicall and faving work off.. 
grace and faith in Chriſt be . 
yet wrought in your fouls ;{, 
or whether all that yet you; 
have had experience of, dc 
amount to no more but le- 
gall affrightment and legal 
amendment? And if upon ex-At 
amination, any foul amongſt] 
you ſhall finde his condition, 
to be no better then this that a 
here we are ſpeaking of, in, 
the name of God, let fuch ag 
foul be deeply-Hunibled and 
repent" in doſt and aſhes, for}, 
this amongſt all his other} 
finnes, that he hatch pred 
Chriſt ao more, thinking um- 
ſelf to be rich and enc reaſed E 
4 in 


= 
-- 


. X 


re 
tin goods, and to have need of 


ine nothing, det auſe of legall du- 
be ies a 


Immon graces, not 
ny fknowing- how through want 
his ſof Chriſt Jeſus in his foul, 


N-the hath all this while been 
miſerable, and wretcbed, and 
be blinde, and poor, and naked. 
And let a man conſider with 
Uihimſelf, (and the Lord grant 
* that he may conſider it ſe- 
EFriouſly ) that it is not all this 
It yumihation and reformation 
that can make ſatisfaction to 
"TIthe juſtice of God for any 
Mine, though but the leaſt of 
at all bis mamifold tranſpreſſions, 
nor juſtifie his perſon in the 
Tight of God; and therefore 
dif be die in this condition 
(which God forbid) he will 
Ticertainly die ac , and 
*frorwichſtanding all his glori- 


* — of religion, his 
4 eſtimation imo o- 
* thers, 


y 
7 
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(38) , 
thers, or the good opinion 
that he hath or hath had off, f 
himſelf, he will at death e- 
— * 1 . 

lonous a Vi el, 
f God; . 2 moſt], © 
infallible and divine truth that 
muſt ſtand for ever, and al 
fleſh ſhall finde it ſo; that 
© be that hath the Sause hath} 4 
i life, and be that hath mo 
* the Sonne bath not life, 1 Joh. Ie. 


5 


5. 12. It were therefore much. 
to de deſired, that there were 
in men ſuch an heart as was. 
in the 3 r ha 
ving many legall priviledges 
— having been —_ off 
legall duties, fo that is re; 
elt of the righreouſneſſe off | 
" the Law he Was blaweleſſe, w 
counted all theſe things leſſe 
fer Chriſts ſake, for Whom | . 
© ſuffered the loſſe of all, and, 
did judge them te be dung tha. 


+ 
* 
0 


| 
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he might Winne Chrift, and 

* ele be found in him, not 
li own ri — 
— F the a8 hut that 
: which t v7 the faith, Chriſt, 
* even the r +3 oy e Which 
is of God by faith. Phil. 3. 4, 
»6,7,8, 9. An excellent leſ- 
and _—_ be learn- 
every n, yea, 4 
iefſon that muſt be dl in 
dme meaſnre of truth by all 
hoſe chat muſt be ſaved ; For 
{Chriſt himſelf eſcrides it as 
he firſt particular to him that 
zuld be his diſciple, that 
muſt deny himſelf, Mat-16. 
4. And by a mans ſelf that 
muſt be denyed, he means this 
|f-righteouſneſſe as well as 
other things. For ſure it is, 
74 hat if ever a man muſt be ſi- 
Jed he muſt be ſaved by 
„Thtiſt, “ becauſe there 1s not 
F /alvation in any other. Act. 


4-13. 


on 
— 


ul 
- 


54 
ch 


ö 

A 
es 
OT 


1 


(45) 

4.12. and if by Chriſt, then 
man muſt beleeve in Chriſt 
for without faith a man ca 
have no union nor communi 
on with Chriſt“ »or e 1/4 
Ce. Eph. 3. 17. Heb. 11. 
And if a man have faith 
Chriſt, then Chriſt muſt b 
precious in his ſight, for unt 
them that have faith he r« proc 
6 1 Pet. 2.6, And if Chri 
be precons in any mans / ſigh 
then he muſt loath himſelf i 
his own ſight, and not onl 
caſt away all the practice 

wickedneſſe, but all truſt an 
confidence inthe ** | /rby x. 
* of hs own vightconſneſſe, 1 
64. G. that ſo % all th 
* ever he hath, Fe may buy th 
* precions Pearl, the Lor 
& [iſ Chriſt, and his rig 
teouſneſſe, A-. 13. 45. 
Pearl of ſuch ineſtimabl 
worth and value, that he i 


oft unſpeakably happy that 
ath ir, and of ſuch abſolute 
ece{ſity, that they are moſt 
retched and accurſed who 
ve and die without it. 

Laſtly, to name no more 
* *particulars, This is another, 
nd not the leaſt of the tinnes 
r which our Countteymen 
Mauld be humbfed and re- 


iiniſtrations, hath been no 
ore acknowledged and re- 
arded. For ſich he is the on- 
ing and Lord and Laws 
wer to his Church, P/.cl. 2. 
Jam. 4 12. therefore his 
hurch, and all things in his 
hurch ought to be eſtabliſh» 
and ordered according un- 
d his appointment, or if it be 
F by herwiſe, his royall authorts 
dis injured thereby. Now 
V3 


— 


4% 


(42) 
if his appointment in the 
matters were obſerved, the 
Churches for the quality of 
their matter ſhould conſiſt o 
none but Saints, and viſible, 
beleevers, 1/a. 60-21. Fxck 444, 
7, 9. Zach. Ig. ult. Fp. 1 141 
and fos the quantity thereof,|, 
no greater number bat one|g 
Congregation. 1 Cor. 14. 23 n 
Then functions and othces o 
miniſtery which are not from} 
heaven, but from men, Afar, 
21. 25. ſhould not be tolera-|. 
ted in his Church, nor any off , 
thoſe functions and othces be}, 
wanting which the Lord Jeſus}, 
hath appointed and ordained,|,, 
Eph. 411. Phil. 1.1. 1 Tim 5. 
17. Then none ſhould be 
choſen or received unto an 
office in the Church, but ſuc 
as are qualified wich gifts fo 
their places. 1 Tim. 3. 2,3. Cc. 
nor ſhould their entrance in- 
to 


(43) 

I co theit places be without the 
1elChoice and free conſent of the 
ie hurch, AQ.1. 23. & 6. 3, 5. 
Og 14. 23. and when they are 
 Obentred, they ſhould execute 
bletheir places with all diligence 
+1and faithfullneſſe. 1 Cor. 4.1. 
1 Tim. 5.17. and the worſhip 
which in theſe Churches 
ſhould be performed, ſhould 
231not be by the precepts and ca- 
o nons of men, but according to 
omſthe will and word of God, 
l with diſcipline adminiſtred ac- 
12"]cording to the rule of Chriſt? 
AMat.18.15,16,17. In all which 
oanticulars (the Lord knows) 
lusſthere hath been great ſwer- 
ed, ving from the appointment of 
+ 54|Chriſt, both in your Coun- 
trey, and in other places of 
England: in that prophane 
| viſe men have been al- 
lowed for members of the 
c. Church, and the Ggns and 


in- ſeals 


ol] 


,— -- oo 


ig 


> of Chriſt prophanely admini 


( 44) 
feals of the body and blou 


ſtred ro ſucly whom the Scri 
pture calleth eg gc and ſwine 
Matth 746 Alſo, in that belide 
the mg Churchſfc 
appointed * Chriſt, there p 
have been Dioceſan and Pro-] 
vinciall Churches, which he 
appointed not, and Arch-Bi- 
ſhops, Lord-Biſhops, Deans, 
Chancellors, and many more 
functions and othices in the 
Church, which were all in- 
vented and deviſed by men; |; 
and Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, 
and Deacons, which he him- 
ſelf appointed, greatly neglect- 
ed and out of uſe, Many have ſi 
been admitted to the miniſte- 
ry, which have been altogether 
unfit for any ſuch weighty 
and ſacred emploiments, and 
obtruded upon the Congrega- 
tions by Patrons and Prelate 
a 


— 045) 


and when they have been in 
their places, have been moſt nep- 
ligent and unfaithfull therein, 
not minding the glory of God, 
nor the ſalvation of the peoples 
fouls; and Eccleſiaſtical! Diſct- 
pline hath been adminiſtred by 
Othcers and Laws, and Canons 
and Courts, and worſhip perfor- 
med by Service-book and Cere- 
monies,,n many particulars : of 
all which it may be truly ſaid, hey 
are things which the Lord never 
— nor did they cver come 
into h:s heart, as Jer. 7-31. 


„ Buthere it may be ſome man e. 
n- ay fay, If things have been a- 
A- [miſle in theſe pare:culars, what 


ve ſis that to us? we hope it is not 
e- our fault. Such an cone we would /w. 
er pray to conſider that in many 
ty ſparticulars the people have been 


[Ing enough, yea, too willing 
a- of theſe corruptions that have 
— been invented and impoſed by 

C others; 


(46) Tr 
others; as when the Prophets 
e propheſied falſly, and the Prieſts 
did bear rule by their means, 
And the prople loved to have it ſo. 
Jer.5.31.And where it hath been 
ſo that the people have been wil 
ling of theſe corruptions, there 
the people have reaſon to 
humbled for them, though th 
things were firft invented an 
impoled by others. But ſay it ha 
been againſt their mindes tha 
ſuch corruptions have been pra 
Qiſed, yet it ſhould great! 
grieve a godly heart to ſee ſuc 
injury done to Chriſt Jeſus, 
that other laws beſides his, a 
other Lords be dis hum ſhonld ha 
dominion over the people of C 
Iſa. 26.13. and ſuch injury do 
unto the Church of Chriſt, 
that by means of theſe uſurpati 
ons and impoſitions of men, 
ſhould be bereaved of a gre: 
part of that ſpirituall libert 


whic 


. 
ets} which was purchaſed for her 
ffs} by the price of his precious 
7, bloud; and laſtly, it ſhould 

grieve every Chriſtian heart, in 
regard that many a ſoul (God 
kr.ows ) hath been endanger- 
ed to everlaſting perdition, as 
by the reſt of the corruptions 
fore mentioned, ſo 7 
by that dumb and unfaichfull 
Miniſtery which hath been ſer 
over many a Congregation,the 
Lord having ſaid that where 
© wijion fails, there the people 
* periſh; and if the blinde lrade 
the blinde, both muſt tall into 
&* the dirch, Pro. 29.1 8. Mat. 15. 


14 
Unleſſe therefore you will 
ſay ( which we hope you doe 
abhorte to think ) that though 
the cortuptions brought in by 
+ the Prelacy and Hierarchy, 
af have been the deſtruchon of 
the ſouls of thoulands, and 

C 3 1 
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(48) 
have been moſt injurious to 
Chriſt Jeſus your Lord and 
ours, and to bis Church which 
he ſo dearly bought, yet all this 
is nothing to you, you have no 
teaſon to be affected with theſe 
things, unleſſe (we ſay) you 


will thus cateleſſy paſſe over 


theſe matters of this high con- 
cernment and importance, we 
Know not how you can ſatistfie 
your conſciences in the ſight of 
God, without a ferious and 
deep lamenting and bewailing 
of the fore-mentioned corrup- 
tions in Church-adminiſttati- 
ons, as well as any other ini- 
quities of the land. For ſute it 
is, many have heretofore been 


deeply guilty of ſinne in theſe 


things, and our dear Countrey 
of Laxcaſrire bath had her part 
in this guilt as well as other 
places; yea, and our ſelves (the 
Lord be mercifull to us in re- 


gard - 


| 


(49) 
gerd ofthis and the reſt of our 
ſins) have not been free when 
we lived amongſt you from a 
great deal of ignorance and 
guilt in this kinde. In regard 
whereof we are. now the more 
deſirous to provoke our ſelves 
and our Chriſt:an acquaintance 


and friends to a ſerious repen- 


tance foptheſe things; willing 
alſo by this means if it were the 
will of God to make ſome ſup- 
ply of our defeHiveneſſe in ex- 
ortations of this kinde intimes 
paſt, when (as we muſt needs 
acknowledge) we fell a great 
deal ſhort of duty herein ; but 
being now and long ago con- 
vinced of the evil of the things 
afore- mentioned, we think 
it our duty both to lay the 
ſame deeply to heart, and to 
rovoke our acquaintance to 
do the like, Wherefore we be- 
ſeech you, ler it not ſeem a 
C 3 {mall 
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(50) 
ſmall thing unto any of you, 
that there have been ſuch cor- 
ruptions inthe houſe of God, 
and the adminiſtrations there- 
in. But let every foul ſeriouſly 
learn to be aſhamed in the ſight 


of God, that men have /er . 


** their poſts by Gods poſts, and 
their threſbolds by Gods threſ= 

” * belds, Eze. 43. S. that is to ſay, 
their own inventions by 


- inſtitutions, And if men be 


once aſhamed of theſe things as 
well as of other their fins, t 
the Lord hath promiſed in this 


Scripture, E. 43. 11. to forw | 


them the pattern of bu houſe, 
** the goings ent thereof, and the 


* *commgs in thercef, and all the 


* Laws and Ordinances thereof. . 


But there isno hope that men 
ſhould ever come to ſee the 
beauty and comely order of a 
pure Church, and the doly 


things of God therein, unle 
t hey 
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C83 
they be humbled and aſhamed - 
of their own iniquities and a- 
bominations, as in other things 
ſo alſo in this particular 
_— the devices of men 
with the holy inſticutions of 
God, which we heartily wiſh 
all the ſervants of God ſeri- 
— to conſider and to lay to 


re. 

Nevertheleſſe, we doe ac- 
knowl-.lge that your condition 
ſtands in need of conſolation 
as well as exhortation, though 
we thus ſpeak; For we have 

and doleful chings 

that have befallen that Coun- 
trey as well as other parts of 
the Kingdom, by means of the 
bloudy diſtempers of warre 
wherewith the Lord hath af- 
flicted the land. It hath been 
reported to us by printed Cur- 
rancoes and by letters, that ma- 
ny bloudy battels have been 
C4 fought 


* 
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fought in your coaſts, that ma- 
ny of your Towns have been 
beſieged and taken, many hou- 
ſes in Lancaſter and eliewhere 
burnt to the ground, many men 
robbed and plundered of their 
eſtates, many fain to fly from 
their houſes and habitations 
for fear of the enemy, and glad 
to wander they and theirs for 
ſuccour and relief where th 
could finde the ſame a:nong 
ſtrangers,that much bloud hath 


been ſhed at the battel at 


Henghton Common, at the ta- 
King of Liverpeol, of Bolton, 
and other places in the Coun- 
trey, and ſuch as have eſcaped 
with life have been forced to 
endure and undergoe much 


. hardſhip and miſery, though 


their lives have been given 
them for a prey. In regard of 
all which we confeſs you have 
need of cordials and — 
an 


mm 


| 


4 
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and oh that we had the kill to 
miniſter the ſame unto you in 
ſuch fort as might be for the te- 
freſhing of your diſconſolate 
hearts, But the beſt 1s, he thut 
counts the Wandrings of his peo- 
ple, and putteth all thiir tears 
into his — he is able to 
comfort the comfortleſſe a- 
mong you, that have ſuffercd 
for his ſake, and will effectu- 
ally do it in due time. In the 
me in ſeaſon be entreated ( deir 


Erethten, all you children of- 


affliction) to ſtay your hearts 


a little from ſorrow, ani e- 


frain your voice from weeping 
and youreyes from tears,while 
we propound to your conſide- 
ration ſuch grounds of conſo- 
lation as we finde inthe bleſſed 
book of the Scriptures of God, 
and which have been ſanctiſied 
and bleſſed unto us rhrough his 
grace, for the bringing of out 

Cs hearts 
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hearts to ſome meaſure of qui- 
et contentation and comfort in 
the ſaddeſt hours of aſſſiction 
that have befallen us in the 
paſſages of our pilgrimage, 
from our firſt times until this 
day. Which grounds of conſo- 
lation we truſt the Lord may 
be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſſe 
in like ſort unto your fouls 

F:r(t of all, All our afflictions 
in this world do not happen by 
chance, or meerly by the will 
Of devils or men, but they are 
all ſuch as our heavenly father 
hath appointed us unto; and 
as our Saviour ſometimes ſaid 
** Shall we not of the cup that our 
** Father hath mixed for wu? 

Joh. 18.1 m. 
2, He that ſometimes ſaid, 
** 1 have ſeen, I have ſeen the af 
fliction of my prople that is in 
* eFeypt, Exod. 3.7. he is ſtill 
the ame allſeeing and allſuthci- 
ent 
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ent God, and fo beholds and 
obſerves all the ſufferings of his 
ſervants, and all the injurious 
and outragious dealings of their 
enemies, /. 10.14 17. 

3. Nor doth he only ſee our 
ſufferings and no more bur ſo, 
but alſo (ſuch is his goodneſſe) 
he doth ſympathiſe with us in 
the ſame : ſo that our Lord and 
Redeemer in all our afflictions 
is afflicted with us, and ac- 
counts our ſufferings as his, 
own. 1/a.63.9. Z uch. 2 8 Ail.g, 
4,9, Col. 1.24. . 

4 Our heavenly father like 
a good Phyſitian doth never af- 
flict his children willingly nor 
 givech chem bitter potions to 

rink, but as it were by con- 
ſtraint and beinp necellitated 
 thereunto,when they in regard 
of ſome ſpirituall diſtempet or 
corruption doe ſtand in need 
thereof. Lam. 3. 27. 1 Pet. i. G. 


5. And 
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5. And to ſhew how unwil- 


ling he is of the ſorrows of his 
ſervants, he ſaith he is an 
but a little againſt them, but 
for their enemies that are fo 
fierce and handle his ſervants fo 
ſeverely, he profeſſeth to be 
ſore diſpleaſed with them for 
this dealing of theirs, and for 
their eager minde to help for- 
ward their affliction, which he 
counts a going beyond their 
Commiſſion. Zach. 1.15. 

6. The power of the malig- 
nant enemies of Gods ſer- 
vants is ſo limi ed by the Lord, 
that not the moſt malicious of 
men, nor = any of all the de- 
vils in hell can go one jot be- 
yond his leave and commiſſion, 
who as he hath ſet bounds to 


the ſea, ſaying © thus far ſhalt | 


'* thou go. but no further, and 

here ſhalt ſtay thy prond waves. 

Job-38.11, Even ſo in * 
ot 
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doth he reſtrain the rage and 
tumult of the wicked againſt 
his ſervants. Pſa 65.7. 

7. The afflictions of the god- 
ly are alwaies ſo ordered by che 
Lord, that for meaſure they 
ſhall not be immoderate, nor 
more then thy are able to bear, 
Jerem. 30.11. 1 Cor.10 13. nor 
ſhall they inthe iſſue do them 
any hurt, bur great good, both 
in purging out their ſinne and 
corruption that they may be pa- 
takers of his holineſſe,Heb.12.1c. 
Ila.1 . Job. i F 2. And in Conf - 
ming them te Chriſt, Rom. S.:. 
and to the bleſſed Prophets, A- 
poſtles and Martyrs that have 
been before them. 

8. The Lord doth not love 
his children ever a whit the 
leſſe becauſe they ate aſſ ied, 
Heb, 12. 6,7. Rer. 3. 19. but on 
the contrary is many times then 
neareſt unto you, when they 

are 


/ 


* 
n — * —— ——ä ũ .pñ— ͥ́Cĩ aꝛ—ꝓ—ñ—ͤ—ͤ 


(58) 

are in greateſt tribulation, and 
then affords unto them the 
moſt of his gracious preſence, 
the moſt mighty ſupport, moſt 
rich ſupply of patience and 
2 and other gra- 
ces, and the ſweeteſt glimpſes 
and apprehenſions of heaveniy 
glory, with the moſt lively ex- 
pectations of future bleſſed- 
neſſe, 2 Cor. 1.5. & 416. God 
was never nearer to the three 
Princes, Dan. 3. then when they 
were in the furnace, nor to 
Daniel and Ez«chiel, and John 
in glorious viſion of God, then 
when they were in captivity 
and baniſhment, nor unto re- 
ven, then when the ſtones came 
thickeſt about his head. 

9. This is the common way 
in which all have gone that 
have gone to heaven, and why 
ſhould we expect to be ſingu- 
larly priviledged above all the 


reſt. 
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reſt of the Saints, and not ra- 
ther be content eo bear theſe 
things with patience, the ame 
* afti;ttons bring ac compli (br 11 
our brethren that are in the 

word, 1 Pet 5 9. 
10. All the ſufferings of this 
life are bur for a moment, for 
yet a little while, and he r/ar 


ſhall come to work our perfect 


deliverance, he Wl! ſurely come, 
and will not tarry, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
Heb.1c.37. And ſure it is, t hat 
if our lives were the longeſt 
that ever any were, and that of 
all this time we ſhould never 
ſee good day, yet all this in re- 
ſpect of eternity were ſuch a 
nothing, that that eternall 
weight of glory will abundant- 
ly recompenſe us for the ſame. 
Ken. S. 18. 

+ Theſe and ſuch like Argu- 
ments of conſolation againſt 
all che ſufferings of the Saints 

in 
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mt in this world, we doubt not but 
many amongit you have been 
long ago taught of God to con- 
ſider. Neverthelefſe our un- 
feigned love to your ſouls hath 
moved us in this manner to te- 
vive the remembrance of them 
| at this time, though you doe 
already know them, and be e- 

ſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. 

And beſides theſe conlidera- 
| tions atore-mentioned, which ſye 
are more penerall, and applia- wl 
ble to all aſſ1chons and trou- {yo 
bles, whatſoever the Saints may ſof 
be exerciſed wit hall in t his life ; Iha 
there are ſundry things in the ple 
around and cauſe of your pre- [pri 
lent — as allo in reſpect i the 
| of the condition of your ene- fan 
| mies by whom you ſuffer, that Jan 
may alto be grounds of conſo- {thi 
lation to every fincere and po 
Chriſtian heart. rul 
As firſt of all, becauſe the] 


war 


| 
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ar wherein you have been en- 
aged, and by means where. 
f you have ſuffered fo great 
hings, was not (as we con- 
eive) offenſive and volunta- 
, bur meerly defenſive and 
aken up upon neceſſity, be- 
cauſe otherwiſe 1t could not 
have been avoided, but your 
eſtates, your wives, your chil- 
dren, — your laws, 
yea, your very lives, and (that 
which ought to be dearer then 
your lives ) the true — — 
of Chriſt jeſus, theſe muſt all 
have been proſticuced to the 
pleaſure of Papiſts and ot he- 
prophane and impions people, 
the ſxorn ſervatits of Antichriſt, 
and bloudy enemies of God 
and of the Kingdome; And 
therefore if Nehemiah ſpake to 
good purpoſe when he bad the 
rulers and people of udah 10 
remember the Lord Which ts 
* great 
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© great and terrible, and to fighth c. 
fer their brethren, their ſonnes| : 
© and their daughters, their got 
«© wives and their beuſes, Neb.hhe 
4.14 your ſelves we doubt n 
may have comfort in your. 
fightings, whatever you ma 
hazard or looſe therein, becau 
you have as many relatio 
and intereſts to fight for, and 


ſome of a great deal more, ſoſih 
that if any ask why you would 
engage your ſelves in this war, N 
the events whereof have been ſin 
to many fo ſad, ſuch may ſatis- g 
he themſelves if they will but] ge 
conſider what matters you hadi v 
lying as it were at ſtake : and] pt 
you may well anſwer in thef1; 
words of David for the fatis-f © 
faction of your own and others] el 
conſciences, Was there not] ne 
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cauſe ? 1 Sam. 17. 29. 

nes 2. And doubtleſs it is a great 
omfort in fufferings when 
hey that ſuffer can ſay unto 


ur hing, are come upon ws; In 
1 hich caſe the Church P/a/.4+ 
ez. doth greatly comfort them- 
nsſſelves, and our Saviour in this 
peR doth comfort his diſci- 
les, both pronouncing them 


„Now inaſmuch as your ſuffer- 

Nings are ſufferings for that do- 
| Arine, that worſhip and that 
government of the Church, 
d hid is preſcribed in the Scri- 
I prure, againſt Popery and Pre- 
ST lacy and other corrupt inventi- 
ons of men, we therefore doe 
eſteem the cauſe of them to be 
no other but the very cauſe of 
God, 


od, for thy ſake O Ged theſe Pla. 4. 
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God, and of his Chriſt : and en 


ſo you may well claim aſharq d. 
in thoſe conſolations which be] ,, 
long to thoſe who ſuffer for thq *; 
cauſe of God and for righte{ . 
ouſneſſe ſake. is 
3. Nor is that nothing which} c- 
is ſo often mentioned in thq m 
Scripture, that the bloud off ar 
Gods ſervants doth cry for ve ye 
geance againſt their enemies] c( 
Ven. 4.10. Rev.6.10. In which h 
reſpect you may be aſſured thay / 
he that ſaith rhe death of bd ;, 
Saints 15 precious in his fight} p 
Plal.116.15. will not ſuffer the t. 
bloud wh:ch you or yours have þ 
ſhed or ſhall ſhed for his cauſe} þ, 
(the cauſe you have now in| ;; 
hand) to be alwaies unreven4 , 
ged, but will ſurely finde af „ 
time to render tribulation to] t 
them that trouble you in his] „ 


waies, 2 The/.1.6. Lot their tu , 
mult and outrage and blaſphe- 
my 
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my is already come up into his 
ears, Ji. 37. 29. ſo tliat he will 
doubtleſſe avenge your cuuſe, 
Ter, and avenge it ſpeedily, Luk. 
18.7, 8. 

4. Your brethrens bloud that 

is already poured out in this 
cauſe, you cannot tell how 
much good it may have done 
and will doe, nor what good 
your ſelves may doe by your 
conſtancy. But this you know 
how theApoſtle ſaith, rhe rhings 
that Were done to him, did turn 
to the furtherance of the Goſpel. 
Phil. 1. 12. and the old faying, 
that the bloud of Martyrs hath 
been the feed of the Church, 
hath been abundantly verified 
in our land, and in Lunaire, 
as well as in other parts. For 
who knows not what 2 multi- 
tude of profeſſors have been 
brought forth in the Kingdom 
and in out County by means — 
the 


" bouts, much more then in ma 
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the ſufferings of the Martyrs ir. 


Queen Aarics daies? Was not 


bleſſed Bradford born in Man- 


— Bolton? 
and feffery Hurſt in Leigh? ane 
__ he — hn theſe 
places well . that profeſ- 
ſion of the truth, and power of 
godlineſſe hath abounded in 
theſe and the places thetea- 


chuſter ? and George Marſh in | cl 


ny other places? And why may 
we not look at this as one part 
of the precious fruit of the ſuf- 
fering of the Saints afore-men- 
tioned, who received their birt! 
and firſt being in thoſe places ? 
And if we ſhould mention re- 
verend Burn, wiſe Golnall 
grave Midgelty, both the fa- 
ther and the ſonne, and ſhould 


ſay that AMfanchifter hath ne þ 


fared the worſe for the firſt, nor 


Bolton for the ſecond , nor 
Rarbe 


ö 
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| Rachdalcand Leigh for the two 


| laſt, we ſhould not be vain in 


ſo ſaying. For we think it is 
clear that where theſe or other 
of the Lords Prophets have 
ſuffered any thing for his ſake, 
and in any meaſure of truth 


4 have ſtood up for reformation, 


there God hath bleſſed the 
Countrey round about, ſo that 
there hath not any where been 
found more profeſſion and 
| power of Religion then in 
| | thoſe parts. And if your own 
preſent ſufferings may produce 
the like effect (uw y may it 
not?) we truſt you will not 
ſo much ſorrow for the bitter- 
neſſe of the things you ſuffer, 

as rejoice and be glad for the 
happy and ſweet fruit there- 


0 L Rome is now ready to be 
ruined, and the time of her 


| deſtruQtion now poſteth on 


apace, 
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apace. For the beaſt now 
ceiving a wound and dead] 
blow in the downfall of t 
Prelacy and other corruptio 
depending thereon,doth there 
fore thus lay about him and 
beſtirre himſelf in killing the 
ſervants of Jeſus, Rez. 11.7. 
it hath been the manner 
Satan to ſh forth the greate 
wrath, When he knows he h 
the ſhorteſt time, Revel. 12.12 
Therefore (dear brethren )) b 
patient for a while, a very little 
while, for it will not be lon 
afore the ſtorm be over, an 
then we ſhall have glotiou 
daies : For Ban being once 
fallen whoſe fall is not fartt 
off, new Ieruſalem will the 
come down from heaven as i 
Bride prepared for her hys- 
band. Kev. 19. 7. Which tim 
you may be aſſured will be vet 
glorious: for the report an 
viſiouſ. 
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rents, yet of this you may be 
1 D A 


re vidonof them wis ſo joyfull to 


Jolas, that tranſported therewith 
he could not contain himfelf, 
but, fals down to worſhip the 
| chat revealed unto him 
things. Rev. 19,10. & 22. 


9. which though it was his in- 


firmity, yet it argueth the 
felicity of thoſe times, 

che tidings whereof did ſo tran- 
ſport the ſpirit of ſo great and, 
holy an Apoſtle. 2 
C. But though the time of 
our ſufferings ſhall be but 
ort, yet your recompence 
for the fame (hall be laſting and 
large, For though neither you 
nor your children (hould live 
a coming rawing on, bur 
that you ſhould be taken away 
in the battel, whileit you are 


to ſee the happ daies that are 


. kigbring for and wich che Lamb, 


againſt the beaſt and his adhe- 
ured 
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aſſared that fo many of you 
( and we hope they are not a 
few ) as have known the Lord 
Jeſus in truth and in ſincerity, 
Mall no fooner end your daies 
in this world, but you ſhall be 
taken away to heaven, to the 
fruition of eternall reſt and 
peace, where you ſhall expe- 
rimentally finde it made good 
uuto your fouls, that your light 
affiiftion Which n but for a mo- 
ment, will Work, for yon farre 
more exceeding and eter 
weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. And 
in the mean time, if God conti- 
nue your lives, he is able (the 
earth bei — the fulneſſe 
thereof, P/. 24.1.) to give 
an abundam recompence — 
in outward matters, for all the 
ſoſſes that you have or may ſu- 
ſtain for his name, 2 Chro. 25. 9. 
However, that fame hundred- 
fold in ſpirituall and incernafl 

bleſſings 
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bleſſings, which our Saviour 
hath promifed in fuch caſe, 
Alar. ic. zc. that fame you ſhall 
be ſure to receive in this life, be- 
ſides eternal life in the world to 
come. And for your children 
or friends that have already 
foſt their lives in this cauſe, or 
may loſe the ſame hereafter, he 
would have you beſides other 
confiderations to be comforted 
in this, that you ſhall ſee them 
again at the latter day, when 
you and they ſhall for ever be 
with the Lord. | 

Wherefore to draw to an 
end, fich your war wherein you 
have been engaged and where- 
in you have ſuffered ſuch thingy 
hath been meerly defenſive and 
neceſſary, becauſe you could 
not avoid it, and (ith the cauſe 
for which you contend is. not 


your own, but the cauſe of Je- 


s Chrift, ſich your ſufferings 
| D : are 
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are ſo precious in the ſight of 
God, that he will ſurely. take 
vengeance on your enemies, ith 
our preſent preſſures and trou- 
bles and confluncy therein may 
be | ty ma to poſterity many 
a day hereafter, and x th the 
time of your ſufferings muſt be 
bur ſhort, and then — follow- 
ed with happy times that will 
enſue inthis world, and after- 
wards be, rewarded with eter- 
nall glory in another : We be- 
ſeech you therefore dear Bre- 
thren and friends, put away now 
all baſe and unworthy ſorrows 
and fears, and quit your felves 
1 Cor. 16. Yaliantly like men, and be 
13. ſtrong, Ji. up the hands that 
Heb.12.1> hang down, and the ficble hnees. 
| hil, 1.25 In nothing fear your adverſaries, 
| Which i unto them a token of per- 
dition, and to you of ſul vation, 
and that ef Cod; but ſantifie the 
Lord of hoſts bimſelf, and let him 
be 
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be your fear, and lit him be your i 

dread. If you have been plun- | 
dered nd robbed of your e- 
ſtates or a great part thereof, 
ou know the Chgſtian He- 
rews took ſuch things not on- 
ly patiently bur alſo joyfully, 

knowing that they had in heute Heb. 10, 

a better and an enduring ſul- 34 

ſtance : and your ſelves ſhall do 
well to be like minded ro them 
therein. If you have loſt your 
dear friends in theſe broyls and 
battels wherewith che kingdom 
and your Countrey hath been 
embroiled : if any woman have 
loſt her dear husband, any hus- 
band his dear wife, any father 
his childe,any childe his facher, 
any friend or brother his bro- 
ther or friend; Conſider whe- 
ther you could ever looſe them 
in a better quarell, or for a bet - 
ter cauſe : Chriſt Jeſus and his 
Goſpel and Ordinances are ſure 
D 3 better 
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better thena thouſand, either 
husbands or wives, either fa- 
thers, or children, or other 
friends : and be knows but lit- 
tle the worth of Chriſt and of 
the thing of Chriſt, that doth 
not eſtecm them ten thouſand 
times better then all the world 
belides: and indeed as our Sa- 
viour faith, He that loves theſe 
things better then him, is not wer- 
45 of him. If you ſhould be 
ipped of your eſtates and 
friends, and afterwards of your 
lives alſo, you know our dear 
Saviour Jaid down his life for 
you, and therefore it is but e- 
uall, if you give all that is 
ear unto you, and even your 
very lives for him. If you loſe 
any thing for him and his cauſe, 
you ſhall be no loſers in the 
end, but by that time all ac- 
counts are caſt up,. you ſhall 
inde yon have an hundred-fold 


for 
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for all your loſſes Whatever the) 
be or can be, we mean as our | 
Saviour doth, even an hundred Mir. 10. 
feldin thi life, and in the we, 193% 


(and yet that may be a queſtion 
too) but ſuppoſe the beſt, you 

ſhould nevert heleſſe have a ve · 
ty loſing bargain of it in the 
end, and ſhould ſhew your 
ſelves to be penny-wife therein 
and pound-fooliſh. For our Sa- 
viours words mult ſtand, and all 
fleſh ſhall finde them moſt in- 
fallibly true, that he that Pall 15,535 
| ſave his life ſhall loſe it, ande 
that bad! loſe his life for hu ſake 
and the Ceſpelt, Ball ſave it. Ma- 
ny of you have been profeſſors 
of the truth for theſe many 
0 
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years, it is fit therefore that by 

this time you ſhould be grown 

up to ſome good mealure of 
heavenly-mindednefle, and li- 

ving by faith even then when 

ſenſe and reaſon, and all crea- 
ture-comforts ſhall fail. Look 

not thirefore en things that are 

Can fern, brt on things that are not 
13. feen, for the things that are ten 
are temporal, but the things that 

are not {ten art etornal, Leann 

now by faith to fee him that is 
inviſible, and thereby to endure 

Heb, 11. all that may befall you, as AMfe- 
5 ſes ſometimes did by that 
means. Buy the truth bur ſill it 
not, Rather Yell all that you 
have for the buying thereof: 
for the merchandiſe ther: of 15 bet» 
ter then hlwer, ant wht 0.417 
thereof, then fine ce. The Do- 
ctrine of the Goſpel, and the 
grace of Chriſt therein is ſuch a 
treaſure and ſuch a pearl * 
e 
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he deals like a wiſe man that 
ſhall purchaſe the ſame, though tr. 13. 
with the loſſe or ſale of all that 46 
he hath. For Popery (we cruſth 
ou ſo far do ſee the vanity and 
— , thereof, that 
you will never decline nor turn 
alide thereto : but take heed of 
Arminianiſm, Fanuliſin, and all 
other erroneous dodArines, of 
which theſe daics te fo fruit- 
full: eſpecially taxe hecd of 
theleaven ofthe Anabaptiſts: 
which (if we be not miſt iken ) 

is ſo dangerous and pern.cious, 
and yet withall fo contiguous, 
and apt to ſpread in theſe dates, 
that we ſcarce know any other, 

of winch Chriſt: ns had fo 
much need to take heed, and 
to be 2dvertiled and exhorted 

ſo to do. Its but tow manifeſt 
chat many of all forts ate now 

a daies hanxering and leaning 
that way, and it 15 therefore a 

1 5 teſti- 
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teſtimony of 611 love, and ſo 
we hope you will take it, that 
we adviſe you to beware leſt 
youalſo or any of yOu be pluck- 
ed away with that orany other 
error, and fall from your own 
ſtedfaſtneſs. Love one another, 
and cleave together in firmneſs 
of Chriſtian and cordial afſecli- 
on. The enemies of the truth 
are not fo weak, nor you ſo 
ſtrong, that there (an be any 
need of your diſſentions and 
diviſions for the weakning of | 
your ſelves or the ſtrengthning 
of them. Didi mp. Di- 
vide them and make your ſelves 
Maſters of tl:em all, is one of 
Mac hiat eli principles, and a 
moſt petillous one it is. It will 
be your wiſedom to take heed 
leſt che Jeſujtes ſhould practiſe 
the ſame delign amongſt you, 
whether among your mihtary 


Commanders or othcrwile , 
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your ſafety and ſtreng;!r under 
God doth in great uit contiſt 


in your unity and agreement a- 


mong your lelves ; Belceve the 


truth when it is held forth unto 
you eicher in books and private 
diicourſe, or ſpecially in the 
publike Miniſtry, & rceire it 54: 
the love of it that you may not be 
deluded with lies. Content not 


yourlſelvs with literal knowlecg 


in the brain & head, but chiefly 


| look after ſpirituality and ſince- 


rity of heart, and manifeſt and 
ſhew forth the ſame by the 


power of godlineſſe in all your 


converſation. \What upon tuber 
and (ſerious conſidetation you 
ſhall finde your {les thall 
have moſt need of another day, 
whether the day of death or 
the day of judgement, or any 
other 5 or deep diſtteſſe, of 
that ( if you be uſe) doe you 
chieſſy make your choice now: 

and 
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and what will be moſt uncom- 
fortable then, do you now aban- 
don; And to apply this gene- 
rall, the day is coming and not 
far off neither, when the favour 
of God through Chriſt Jeſus, 
true intereſt to his ſpeciall love, 
a5 reconciledthrough the bloud 
of his ſon, with the amiable and 
ſweet light of his countenance, 
will be of more worth to the 
ſoul, and yield moreſatisfaQi- 
on to the heart, then all that 
this world can afford, from the 
riſing of the Sunne to the going 
down thereof. Yea, the day is 
coming when theſe things will 
all be miſerable comforters and 
phyſitians of no value, but thoſe 
other will then be found to be 
of ſuch abſolute alſuticiency to 
the ſoul, as that he ſhall be moſt 
happy for ever that hath them, 
and of ſuch necellity that he 


ſhall be moſt wretched and ac- 
) curſed 


| 
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curſed that ſhall five and die 
without them. Wherefore we 
beſeech you, conſider wiſely 
what now you have to doe, and 
now with Muy make choice of 
the better part, which will ne- 
ver be taken from you. Chooſe 
the Lord God in Chriſt for 
your portion, and the lot of 
your inheritance ; chooſe not a- 
ny way of ſin, ot errors, or crea» 
tures for your God, for they 
are no Gods: but now make a 
choice (and the Lord direct you 
ſo to doe) that you may have 
the comfott of the ſame hete- 
after, and for evermore. 

We doe not think our ſelves 
ta be the only Prophets, nor 
that we only ate able to give a 
word of counſel or — 
bur countreyinen : we truſt we 
are ſo far conſcious to our own 
weakneſſe, that ſuch arrogant 
apptehenſions are far from us. 

| Nor 
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Nor doe we doubt but Lance 
Hure is bleſſed of God with ma- 
ny faithful and ableWatchmen, 
who are continually blowing 
the trumpet in your —— 
nnparting the meſſage of tlie 
Lord amongſt you, much more 
ſuteably to your condition, 
then we at ſo many miles di- 
[tance can poſſibly do, of whom 
we have no other ghoughts but 
that the meaneſt of them might 
adde much unto either of us. 
But becauſe we dearly love our 
Counrtrey, though we live not 
in it, theretore we think it 
meet ro ſeck the weal thereof 
inthe beſt manner we are able, 
and we hope we may be allow- 
ed ſo to doe. We alſo conſider, 
that ſometimes the (0d of hea- 
ven may give as great a bleſſing 
to weaker means, 28 to thoſe 
that aremore excellent and e- 
minent. that (© himſelf and = 

| the 
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te means, may have all che 
glory. Finally, we are both of 
us well ſtricken in years, and 
poſting on apace towards our 
diſſolution, 2nd never like ro 
ſee your faces, nor you to lee 
ours in this world, and there- 
fore we are willing to doe this 
otlice of love unto your ſoul 
conceiving .it may be the la 
that we can do unto you in this 
kinde before we die: and glad 
we ſhould be if you may have 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
things that concern your own 
peace in remembrance after our 
deceaſe. Upon theſe and ſuch 
like conſiderations we have ad- 
\entured to do as here you ſee, 
hoping our ſincere and loving 
intentions will be accepted in 
good part. For which we deſire 
no other recompence at your 
hands, but the benefit of your 
praiers on our behalf, and this 
we 
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we do moſt affeQtionately re- 

veſt from you. Finally Bre- 
thren farewell: and the God of 
all grace Whe hath called us to his 
eternal glory b 50 hbriſt Ieſws, af- 
ter that you have ſuffered awhile, 
make you perfect. ftabliſh ſtreng- 
then, /ertle you : to him be glory 
and demimion for ever and ever, 
Amen. Fear none of theſe things 
Which poſſibly you m. y yet ſuffer, 
bus be you faithful unto the ,. 
and the Lord hath promiſed he 


' will give unto You 4 Crown of 


life. To his grace we commend 
you all in out beſt deſices, and 
ſo reſt, 


Deſirous of your eternal 


Dtfiirin comfort in Chriſt Jeſus, 
New Eng 4% d. | 
the lit te. 
cember, 1649. 


RicuaRD MATHER, 


WIIIIAM Ton son-, 
4 


ih. i=. on my OO. WL 


[228299432 


POSTSCRIPT 


TO THE 
READER, 


Nderſland dear 
Friends and Coun- 
treymen, and any 
to whom this enſuing let 
ter may be preſented, thit 
the Au'bours who writ 
the ſame, did intend it on- 
ly as a ſmall Rem:mtr.;nce 
of that Chriſtian love that 
oe 


A Poſtſcript, 

ought to flow and 

in all that are members of 
that miſticall body, accor- 
ding to that Heb. 3-13» 
ſoeſpeciaily is ought to ma- 
nifeſt it ſelf berpixt Mi- 
wiſters and people; and | 
though theſe Friends that 
now write are ſo diſtant 
1 1665 care ral ts 
thoſe o whom they write, 
as ſometime they have. | ' 
done, yer they cannas for- 
get thoſe bowels of love 
45 bere is expreſſed and 
once did more fully declare 
to be in them when they 
dvelt 
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A Polticript. 

* among Jou ; and 

tboug l it come ſo late to 
your bands, the reaſon 
was, tbe place being jo 
remote, and the way of 
| compeyance ſo difficult, 
being it was intended to 


was in tbe Tear 1645.) 
i Was caſt ſo long, 
that as laſt the Aughours 
\rhought it out of ſeaſon, 
and ſo ſent for it bome 4- 
gain to N. E. till now this 

Nar, 


48 
0 
3. 
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Tear, ſome Friends 

dey ſtanding and ſecing 

it, encouraged the Au 

thours to put it forth ſit] 
Which tbey (willing t 
ſbew their love to thei 
Countrey men) ce naeſcend 
ed unto: And therefor 
kt it not ſeem to thee 
an Almanack out of dat 
but well weigh and confi 
der it, and whats tho 
finde(t in it that concern 
thee in any linde, make 1c 
of it to the glory of Go 
and thine own good, fc 
that is it which the A 
thour 


A Poſtſcript. 
gbours wiſh and defire, as 
their prea:hings formerly, 
and Letters now expreſſe, 

that the Name of Jod 
may be glorified in you, 
= yon in bim. 
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